
 

 

Chapter #1 

Introduction to Novice Driver Responsibilities and the Licensing System 
 

Chapter #1     Overview  

Unit 1 is designed to introduce the student and parent/guardian/mentor to the structure, goals, policies and procedures of your school’s 

driver education program. The students and parents/guardians/mentors will also learn about their state’s licensing system 

requirements. 

 

The responsibilities of collision-free and violation-free driving will also be introduced. Communication among all those involved in 

the driver education program will be stressed (student, parent/guardian/mentor, instructor). 

 

Objectives 

The student and parent/guardian/mentor will gain an understanding of: 

 

1. The driver education program goals, course structure, testing and course evaluation. 

2. The school’s plan and procedures for classroom and in-car instruction, including the skills log to document supervised 

practice. 

3. The need for continuous communication between the student, parent/guardian/mentor and the instructor. 

4. The state’s driver education program and licensing system requirements. 

5. Driving as a complex task that involves risk and decisions about risk-taking. 

6. Key words associated with the unit objectives. 

 

Key Terms 

 Full Driver’s License- Issued after completing all of the requirements for the driver’s permit stage(s). 

 Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL)- An approach to ease new drivers into driving by providing practice and skill development 

under low-risk conditions.  As drivers become more experienced, they are gradually allowed to drive under increasingly 

complex conditions. 

 Intermediate Driver’s License- A stage of GDL where the new driver is generally allowed to drive unsupervised, but with 

restrictions designed to help reduce the level of risk and distractions. 

 Learner’s Permit- Issued for the purpose of behind-the-wheel training on public roads or highways.  A permit allows you to 

operate a motor vehicle when supervised by another driver. 

 Risk- The chance of injury, damage or loss.  Driver inattention is a major contributor to increased risk. 

 Risk Management- Altering risk by making adjustments to position and/or speed. 

 Risk Perception- Evaluation of risk present at the time the maneuver is made. 

 Highway Transportation System (HTS)- a system made up of roadways, motor vehicles, and people. 

 Cost-Benefit Ratio - the way you weigh the benefits you receive from driving versus what 

driving a vehicle actually costs. 

 

 

State Licensing System Requirements 

 Learner’s Permit 

 Intermediate Driver’s License (if applicable) 

 Full Driver’s License 

 GDL requirements 

 

 

 



Useful Knowledge 

Driver Education can also help you understand several other important concepts: 

 How your personality, emotions, and maturity affect your driving 

 How to maneuver and control your vehicle to minimize risk in different driving environments 

 How alcohol and other drugs impair your ability to drive, and knowledge of the penalties for their use 

 How to interpret traffic laws, rules of the road, signs and signals, and roadway markings 

 An awareness of limiting factors for yourself and your vehicle 

 How a vehicle works 

 A knowledge if what to do in an emergency situation 

 

Why GDL is Needed? 

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for people age 16 and 17. 

 A significant percentage of young drivers are involved in traffic crashes, and they are twice as likely as adult drivers to be in 
a fatal crash.  Sixteen-year old drivers have crash rates that are about three times greater than 17-year old drivers, five 
times greater than 18-year old drivers, and approximately twice the rate of 85-year old drivers. 

 A teen’s risk of being in a car crash is at a lifetime high during his/her first 12 to 24 months of driving. 

 Research indicates that immaturity and inexperience are primary factors contributing to deadly crashes by young drivers. 

 Three stage GDL laws address these factors by reducing high-risk exposure for new drivers. 

 

Driving Facts: 

 Leading cause of death for people age 16 and 17 

 Young drivers are twice as likely as adults to be in a fatal car crash 

 Immaturity and inexperience contribute to deadly crashes by young drivers 

 Young drivers have twice as many motor vehicle crashes or accidents, ages 15 to 20, 

than other drivers 

 Young drivers, ages 15 to 20, are only 7% of the driving population 

 Young drivers, ages 15 to 20, cause more than $16 billion per year in economic losses, 

more than 10,000 people dead, and hundreds of thousands of more people injuries 

each year. 

 Teen passengers and cell phones are two distractions proven to kill teens.  

 The greatest lifetime chance of crashing occurs in the first 6 months after licensure.  

 For drivers 15-19 years old involved in fatal crashes, 21% of the distracted drivers were distracted by the use of cell phones 

(NHTSA) 

 Teens are more likely than older drivers to underestimate dangerous situations or not be able to recognize hazardous 
situations. 

 Teens are more likely than older drivers to speed and allow shorter headways (the distance from the front of one vehicle to 
the front of the next). The presence of male teenage passengers increases the likelihood of this risky driving behavior. 

 Among male drivers between 15 and 20 years of age who were involved in fatal crashes in 2010, 39% were speeding at the 
time of the crash and 25% had been drinking. 

 Compared with other age groups, teens have the lowest rate of seat belt use. In 2011, only 54% of high school students 
reported they always wear seat belts when riding with someone else. 

 At all levels of blood alcohol concentration (BAC), the risk of involvement in a motor vehicle crash is greater for teens than 
for older drivers. 

 In 2010, 22% of drivers aged 15 to 20 involved in fatal motor vehicle crashes were drinking. 

 

Distracted Driving 

The leading factor in most crashes and near-crashes is distracted driving. 

More than 5,000 distracted driver's crash and die every year. What if everyone drove with a blindfold on? That would be scary and 
you wouldn't feel safe on the road. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 11% of vehicles are being driven 
by a person holding a hand-held electronic device. That is 812,000 drivers not paying full attention to the road. That many drivers 
are driving practically blindfolded! NOW THAT IS SCARY! 

 
 
 

http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811737.pdf


There are Three Main Types of Distraction 

1. Visual: taking your eyes off the road 
 

2. Manual: taking your hands off the wheel 
 

3. Cognitive: taking your mind off what you're doing 
 

 

 

 

 

Distracted Driving Can Be Any of the Following 

Texting 

Changing the Radio 

Putting a CD in the player 

Changing the song on your iPod 

Waving to other people on the road 

Passengers in your vehicle 

Talking on a cell phone 

Entering an address in your GPS 

Eating while driving 

 

Why is Driver Education Important for Young Drivers? 

Young drivers have a lot to learn about operating a vehicle.  They are involved in more crashes than any other drivers. 

 

Factors of Over-Representation 

 Young drivers lack experience 

 Young drivers drive at dangerous time and transport passengers 

 Young drivers drive differently 

 

The Highway Transportation System 

As a licensed driver, you must use the vast network of highways, streets, and roads that crisscross the U.S.  Each day millions of 

drivers share these roadways.  As you prepare to join the other drivers on the road, remember that your goal is not just to learn to 

drive.  It is to learn to navigate roads and highways safely and responsibly. 

 

What is the Highway Transportation System? 

Motor vehicles, streets and highways, and people are the components of the Highway Transportation System (HTS).  The main goal 

of this complex system is to enable people and goods to move from place to place as safely and efficiently as possible whether they 

are cyclist, pedestrians, or drives. 

 Nearly 4 million miles of different kinds of roads 

 Different types of roads- twisting, curvy, gravel, dirt, paved, flyovers, tunnels, etc. 

 Driving on roads at day or night, poor weather conditions 

 

History of the HTS 

HTS is only 100 years old 

1902, only 23,000 motor vehicles and 17 million horses used the HTS  

Today, 230 million registered motor vehicles travel about 42 trillion miles per year 

There is more actual registered motor vehicles (230 million) compared to actual licensed drivers (194 

licensed drivers) 

60% of freight is carried over the HTS 

79% of all trips are for personal trips 

 



How is the HTS Regulated? 

Federal, state, and local governments work together to regulate the HTS.  State and local police enforce laws and speed limits. 

Federal and State Requirements 

To set uniform standards for vehicle and drive safely, the federal government made two important laws: 

 The National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act – requires automakers to build certain safety features into all vehicles.  

 This law requires manufactures to correct vehicle defects discovered after vehicle models are sold. 

 

What is Risk? 

Risk - is the chance of injury or loss. Driver inattention is a major contributor to increased risk 

 

 

 

Characteristics of Risk 

 Always present 

 Perceived differs from actual 

 Is shared 

 Can be changed/analyzed/altered 

 

Characteristics of Risk 

 Always present - other highway users, the roadway and 
the vehicle you are driving Perceived differs from actual - people do not identify risk when it is actually there 

 Is shared - it is shared by all drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists, and road users 

 Can be changed - based on our perception of risk, what we see and the decisions we make on what to do with our vehicle 

 Can be analyzed - by making the best choice available based on the clues we have 

 Can be altered - some situations present more risk than others. Drivers must evaluate risk and consequences and make 
decisions to reduce the risks for all road users 

 Unless a driver perceives driving as a high risk activity, it is difficult to motivate any change in behavior. 

 

Are Drivers Actually at Risk? 

Driving involves risk- the possibility of personal injuries or damage to vehicles and property.  The first thing you must understand as 

a responsible driver is that these risk are real – and much more likely than you think. 

Here are some important facts: 

 In any given year, the likelihood of you being involved in a crash is about 1 in 9. 

 In any given year, your chances of suffering a disabling injury are about 1 in 83. 

 Motor-vehicle crashes kill about 38% if all people who die between the ages 15 to 20. 

 Approximately 85% of these traffic deaths occur in the first collision in which the vehicle’s occupants are involved. 

 More than 57% of all fatal crashes involve only one vehicle. 

 

Reducing the Risk 

 Keep your vehicle in top condition 

 Anticipate the actions of others 

 Protect yourself and others (seat belts) 

 Drive only when you’re in sound physical and mental conditions 

 Make a conscious effort to develop your driving skills 

Risk Perception - Evaluation of risk present at the time the maneuver is made 

 Space needs of the vehicle and/or the maneuver to be made  

 Speed and time intervals - to reduce the current risk 

 Roadway conditions - flat or crowned, type of surface, good shoulders, etc.  

 Other roadway user actions - hardest to evaluate 

Risk Management - Altering risk by making adjustments to positions and/or speed 

 Increase time to respond to threats through position and speed adjustments  

 Increase vehicle control through position and speed adjustments 

 Separate the elements involved through speed and/or position adjustment  

 Combinations can influence the level of risk 

 Risk can be altered by adjustments to these elements 



 

What are the Foundations of Effective Driving 

The foundations of effective driving include searching and giving meaning, understanding options and choices, and mastering basic 

driving skills. 

  

The Cost of Driving 

Driving looks like it is free, but it’s not.  Great mobility has many benefits, but it also has risks and many costs.  Costs are measured in 

dollars and in lives.  The basic cost of mobility can be grouped into two categories: crash costs and non-crash costs 

 

Crash Costs 

In the U.S., the total cost of motor-vehicle crashes has been estimated at more than $230 billion every year. 

If it was divided equally, it would cost everyone in the U.S. about $800 per year. 

The most important cost of crashes is deaths and injuries. 

Each year in the U.S., more than 42,000 people die as a result of motor-vehicle crashes 

 

Minimizing Crash Costs 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has identified three high-priority actions to reduce crash cost.   

 Seat Belts 

 Not Drinking and Driving 

 Driving the appropriate speed 

*If everyone used protective devices such as seat belts and helmets, about 10,000 people would not die in crashes each year. 

*If driver would not drive under the influence of alcohol, some 13,000 fatalities, 360,000 injuries, and nearly $40 billion in economic 

costs would be avoided. 

*If drivers would driver at the appropriate speed, 12,000 fatalities, 690,000 injuries, and 2.3 million damaged vehicles might never 

happen. 

*Other driver mistakes linked to high numbers of crashes include inattention, failure to yield the right of way, and driving while 

drowsy. 

 

Non-crash Costs of Driving 

The non-crash costs of driving can be grouped into three categories:  Operating Costs, Fixed Costs, and Environmental Costs  

Operating Costs: gas, oil, tires, etc.  The more miles you drive the operating costs go up. 

Fixed Costs:  vehicle purchase price, insurance, and licensing fees, etc. 

AAA annual YOUR DRIVING COST study reports that motorists driving 15,000 miles each year will spend $7,750 on all auto-

related expenses, about $0.52 per mile. 

Environmental Costs:  air pollution, hazardous waste, dumping, and urban sprawl 

 

Chapter Review Questions 

 List 3 skills or abilities you will gain from a driver education course 

 What are some factors that might affect your ability to drive safely? 

 What factors can cause young drivers to be involved in car crashes? 

 What are the three parts of HTS? 

 Who regulates the HTS? 

 What is the significance of the way highways are numbered? 

 What are the five ways that you can reduce or control risk when driving? 

 List some crash costs of driving? 

 Describe three non-crash costs of driving 

 

 

 

 

 


