
Honors English I -- Lord of the Flies Essay Assignment     
Ms. Samsinak          

 
Task: You will be writing a 5-paragraph literary analysis essay in relation to Lord of the Flies. We have been working 

hard and now is your time to shine!  

 

Requirements: Five paragraph essay, Times New Roman, 12pt font, double-spaced, MLA format, and 1’ margins.  

 

1) GRAPHIC ORGANIZER  (10 points) 

             2) ROUGH DRAFT & PEER EDIT (20 points) 

                          3) FINAL COPY (100 points) 

 

Essay Prompts:  Please choose one. 

 

1. When the boys first arrive on the island, they make an honest effort to establish and live in a civilized society. 

Unfortunately, this effort is short-lived. Trace the “devolution” (downfall) of boys’ society. Give three clear 

examples from the novel that prove that their society changes for the worst.  

 

2. The characters’ loss of identity is a predominant theme of the novel. Choose one main character and discuss 

three examples of the character’s loss of identity as the novel progresses, and how this brings about the 

devastation that occurs on the island.  

 

3. The literal translation of The Lord of the Flies is the name Beelzebub (a powerful demon in hell, sometimes 

thought to be the devil himself). Trace how The Lord of the Flies “tempts” the boys on the island, and how this 

brings about the devastation that occurs in the novel. Give three clear examples that prove that the boys give 

into this temptation. 

 

4. At the end of the novel, Ralph weeps for “the darkness of man’s heart” (Golding 225). Ralph is able to finally 

understand what Simon knew all along – the true meaning of the beast. Give three clear examples of how “the 

darkness of man’s heart” is demonstrated in the novel. 

 

5. Symbolism plays a key role in the novel. The symbols in the novel are meant to represent something beyond 

their literal meaning. Find three important symbols in the novel and explain how each symbol helps portray the 

devastation that occurs in the novel.  Or, choose one symbol and explain three ways that symbol portrays the 

devastation in the novel.   

 
Helpful Reminders:  

 

 MLA Formatting.  Heading & Header with page number.   (Times New Roman, 12 point font, double-spaced). 

Marks will be deducted if all rules of MLA format are not followed. 

 

 Creative Title (not Lord of the Flies Essay)  Center your title. 

The title of the novel must be in italics: Lord of the Flies  

 

 First Paragraph.  Introduce author, title of novel, and thesis in first paragraph. 

 

 Thesis – last sentence of your first paragraph 

For example: 

Thesis: The destruction that occurs on the island can be better understood by examining the symbol of the 

conch (support 1), painted faces (support 2), and finally, The Lord of the Flies (support 3).  

 

 



 

 Quotes--You must have at least 3 quotes, one in each body paragraph 

Example: 

Ralph knows he is in big trouble when Samneric say, “Roger sharpened a stick at both ends” (Golding 

211). 

 

 Proofread your papers please! Spelling, grammar, and punctuation do count! 

 

 No Plagiarism (I am quite aware of Spark notes/Cliff Notes). You don’t need these sites or anyone else’s 

mind; you can do this on your own! Note that any ideas or words taken from someone else without giving 

them credit is plagiarism; therefore, do not use any outside sources (except a quote for your hook, which you 

would have to cite) 

 

 Be confident: Do not use words or phrases that will undermine your thesis or any information provided in 

your essay. Don’t use “I think”, “maybe”, “may” or “perhaps”. If you, the writer, are uncertain of what you’re 

saying, this only weakens your argument. 

 

 No contractions.  Because this is a formal essay, do not use “I”, “we”, “our”, “my”, “you”, etc. Also, do not 

use contractions; for example, use “do not” instead of “don’t”. 

 

 Present Tense.  Refer to the events in the novel in the present tense.  

For example:  

Good: Piggy cries because Jack steals his glasses. 

Unacceptable: Piggy cried when Jack stole his glasses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


